DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

fear of a parent who, even from the highest motives,
is too apt to mark what is done amiss.

On Prince Albert's birthday the children always
produced for their father evidence of their progress
in various forms of Art. He listened to their recita-
tions, their performances on the piano and violin,
and they made him presents of their needle-work,
their sketches and their essays in composition, and
jointly they gave their parents delightful surprises of
a more elaborate sort. One year, on the anniversary
of their wedding-day, they acted for them, with
the help of governesses sworn to secrecy (though we
suspect that the parents had an inkling of what was
in store for them), a scene out of Racine's tragedy
Athalie. Vicky, aged eleven, played Athalie, " a long
and difficult part," and recited in admirable French
the dream in which Rachel had risen to the topmost
of her tragic splendour, Alice doubled two parts,
%ccjoad" the high priest (with a white beard) and
" Josabeth." Bertie and Alfred and Helena and
Louise (aged three) had minor roles. Two years
later on the recurring anniversary they produced some
tableaux, representing the four Seasons with verses
from Thompson's celebrated poem, which the Seasons
duly recited. Then all were grouped together, and,
throned in stage-clouds behind, Helena, who appeared
as the Empress Helena, recited some more verses written
for the occasion by the famous Mr. Martin Tupper,
author of Proverbial Philosophy, who held a high place in
Prince Albert's literary esteem- They could not have
prepared a surprise more to his taste.1

1 Princess Christian) Alice, pp. 4, 5.
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